I have now, in continuation of the subject of my former letter, to offer a few explanatory remarks on the cases inserted in the preface of my work on Dropsy, with a view to show why I deemed them apt for the purpose of illustration, for which I introduced them.
Scarlatina, the primary disease in the first of these cases, as 6ne of the exanthemata, has always appeared to me to be such as very palpably evinced its origin in the fluids, as well as that the degree of morbid actions which ensue are proportioned to the alterations found to take place in the healthy condition of the blood, and its derivative fluids ; and, in a former part of the same introduction, I gave a reason for the opinion that infectious and contagious diseases, attended like the exanthemata by a peculiar train of symptoms, have their origin in the fluids, in as much as the nature of the virus,?(e. g. in suiall-pox or measles,)?and not its mode of ingress into the living system, influences the result.
The colour of the surface in scarlatina on those parts where the skin is most diaphanous, and the corresponding colour of the blood, in general proportioned to the intensity of the symptoms, through the course of the disease; and the sequelae being prognosticated chiefly from the appearances of secretions derived from the circulating mass, particularly by the black urine that precedes hydropic diathesis; are circumstances which appear to me to mark how much the state of the blood is connected with the symptoms which designate the disease of scarlatina. 
